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Supported by
Niall and Carol Lothian

GRINGOLTS 
QUARTET



GRINGOLTS QUARTET

Mozart String Quartet No 13  
 in D minor K 173
 1 Allegro ma molto moderato 
 2 Andantino grazioso 
 3 Menuetto 
 4 Allegro

Dvořák  String Quartet No 13  
 in G major Op 106
 1 Allegro moderato 
 2 Adagio ma non troppo 
 3 Molto vivace 
 4 Finale: Andante sostenuto —  
   Allegro con fuoco



PROGRAMME NOTES

Tales of travel and homecoming bring together 
today’s two contrasting quartets. Mozart was 
in Vienna in 1773 with his father, Leopold, when 
he wrote his D minor Quartet, K 173, on the hunt 
for high-profile patronage that might free him from 
the parsimony of his then employer, Archbishop 
Colloredo, in his birth city of Salzburg. He went 
home disappointed, but wrote six string quartets 
during his three-month sojourn, sometimes called 
the ‘Viennese’ quartets, to demonstrate his skills 
to the city’s audiences. The final work in the set 
is Mozart’s first quartet in a minor key and is 
appropriately serious-minded, even overtly tragic, 
with a remarkable fugal finale based on a slithering 
downwards theme that quickly intertwines with 
versions of itself.

More than a century later, Dvořák said he 
was ‘inexpressibly happy’ to return to Europe 
in 1895 following three homesick years in New 
York as Director of the National Conservatory 
of Music. His Op 106 Quartet is often seen as an 
expression of the joy he felt to be back in Bohemia. 
It shows a certain development in his methods, too, 



in the brief, contrasting gestures he collects together 
as the first movement’s opening theme, for example, 
or in the surprising dissonances he summons in the 
third movement’s galloping scherzo. After its hymn-
like introduction, however, he rounds things off with 
an unmistakably jolly finale.

David Kettle



GRINGOLTS QUARTET

The Zurich-based Gringolts Quartet was born 
from mutual friendships and chamber music 
partnerships that cross four countries. Over the 
years, Russian violinist Ilya Gringolts, Romanian 
violist Silvia Simionescu and Armenian violinist 
Anahit Kurtikyan frequently performed together 
in various chamber formations, and German cellist 
Claudius Herrmann played with Anahit Kurtikyan 
in the Amati Quartet.

The Gringolts Quartet has collaborated with 
musicians including Leon Fleischer, Jörg Widmann, 
David Geringas, Malin Hartelius, Christian Poltéra 
and Eduard Brunner. Aside from classical repertoire 
for string quartet, the players are also dedicated 
performers of contemporary music, including string 
quartets by Marc-André Dalbavie, Jörg Widmann, 
Jens Joneleit and Lotta Wennäkoski.

Highlights from past seasons include performances 
at the Salzburg Festival, Lucerne Festival, 
Edinburgh International Festival, Verbier Festival 
and the Gstaad Menuhin Festival. They also 
perform regularly in international concert halls 
including the Royal Concertgebouw Amsterdam, 



Elbphilharmonie Hamburg, Philharmonie 
Luxembourg, Stockholm Konserthuset, Festspielhaus 
Baden-Baden, St Petersburg Philharmonia, L’Auditori 
Barcelona, Sociedad Filarmónica de Bilbao, 
LuganoMusica and Società di Concerti in Milan.

Among their acclaimed recordings are works 
by Schumann, Brahms and Schoenberg. The Quartet 
was joined by David Geringas for the world 
premiere recording of Braunfels’s String Quintet, 
which received a Supersonic award and an ECHO 
Klassik award. Their CD of quintets by Glazunov 
and Taneyev with Christian Poltéra received 
a Diapason d’Or award.
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AUDIENCE SURVEY 
We are delighted to welcome audiences back to live performances. 
The past year has been one of the most challenging in the International 
Festival’s history, so your feedback is more important to us than ever. 
Anyone who completes the survey will be entered into a prize draw 
for a chance to win £200 in vouchers of your choice.

Visit eif.co.uk/survey to participate

http://eif.co.uk/survey

