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Artists are often the vanguards of 
community life and social justice. This is 
why they play such an important role in 
illuminating the commonalities and the 
complexities of humanity, wherever they 
find themselves rooted or uprooted in the 
world. Yet they are especially at risk of 
censorship, harassment, criminalisation 
and persecution when their work gives 
voice to ideas, imagination and freedom 
of expression, and when they inspire 
others to do so too. 

Refuge invites and weaves together the 
perspectives of artists who have taken 
different journeys. Perspectives and 
journeys that remind us that people 
are often carrying more than we can 
see or know. They are always listening, 
attuning, questioning and making: these 
are exceptional minds. This series is a 
rich tapestry of experiences, stories, 
poetry, performance, challenges and 
resistance. 

 Soizig Carey 
Arts and Cultural Development Officer 
Scottish Refugee Council

Scottish Refugee Council is honoured 
to collaborate with the Edinburgh 
International Festival and mark this 
very special anniversary year. This has 
been a year of terrible stories. War in 
Ukraine, unrest in Afghanistan, families 
stranded and separated by bureaucracy, 
Rwandan detention centres and people 
left with no option but to risk their lives 
on dangerous journeys in a desperate 
bid to reach a place of safety. In this 
relentless fight for human rights and 
freedoms, we must not forget to reflect 
on hard won triumphs as well. Had 
Rudolf Bing not sought and been granted 
refugee protection here 75 years ago, this 
world class festival may not exist. The 
cultural fabric of Scotland would be very 
different. We are in awe of his legacy, and 
of the exceptional artists performing as 
part of Refuge.

 Sabir Zazai 
Chief Executive 
Scottish Refugee Council

REFUGE
A celebration of the profound contribution to arts and culture  
given by the movement of people across the globe



SCOTTISH  
REFUGEE COUNCIL

Scottish Refugee Council is Scotland’s 
leading independent charity dedicated 
to supporting people in need of refugee 
protection. Since 1985, it has supported 
refugee integration and inclusion 
through provision of specialist advice 
and advocacy to people seeking 
protection in Scotland.  

The people it works with have fled 
horrific situations around the world and 
come from countries where conflict is 
rife and human rights abuses common.
When people arrive in Scotland, a new 
journey begins. The UK’s asylum system 
is tough and takes its toll on individuals 
and families. Settling into a foreign 
country and a whole new system can be 
disorientating and challenging.

Through its direct services it provides 
practical support, advice and a listening 
ear to help people rebuild their lives 
in a sustainable and meaningful way. 
It speaks out against an unjust asylum 
system and campaigns for changes that 
make a positive difference to people’s 
lives. To date it has supported more than 
25,000 refugees arriving and living in 
Scotland.  

Find out more about its work:  
www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk



WINDOWS OF  
DISPLACEMENT
WRITTEN AND PERFORMED  
BY AKEIM TOUSSAINT BUCK

Dramaturge and Co-Writer Zodwa Nyoni

Gold Dust Director Amanda Huxtable

SOUND
Maroon (voice)  Akeim Toussaint Buck
Congas  Otis Jones
Child (voice)  Dizaya Khupe
Guitar  Otis Jones
Congo (voice)  Furaha Mussanzi
Jordan River  Burning Spear
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Special Thanks : 
To the many who have come before me and for the many to come after. 

Mum, Beth Cassani, Janet Smith, Tanya Steinhauser, Sai Murray, Afshan D'souza-lodhi, Gilly Roche, Saara 
Jafferey Roberts, Leeds Black Elders Association, RJC Dance, Yorkshire Dance, West Yorkshire Playhouse 
and Arts Council England. 

Commissioned by Yorkshire Dance Amplified and Northern School of Contemporary Dance through the 
Northern Connections programme, delivered in partnership with Spin Arts and Leeds Beckett University. 
Supported using public funding by the National Lottery through Arts Council England.
Developed at West Yorkshire Playhouse and supported by The Civic, Barnsley and RJC Dance.



Using his own journey of migration 
from Jamaica to the UK as a catalyst, 
Akeim Toussaint Buck brings together 
dance, spoken word and song to tell a 
story that is both deeply personal and 
universal. Through delving into his 
own journey, the audience is presented 
with a recent history of humanity. In 
this way, Toussaint Buck presents the 
threads connecting oppression, from the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade, to the current 
mining and exploitation of the Congo, 
from the micro to the macro, from the 
past to present. 

Issues surrounding migration, home, 
borders and identity pose some of the 
biggest questions of our time. Akeim 
Toussaint Buck addresses these and 
more in his timely, dance- theatre solo 
show Windows of Displacement. Through 
the contextual lens of imperialism, 
colonialism and global displacement, he 
weaves a story that speaks to the lived 
experiences and human lives that are 
entangled in the politics of power and 
oppression. 
 
'It always sounds a bit pompous to describe 
a show as being ‘important’, but that’s 
exactly what Windows of Displacement 
is. The fact that it manages to deliver 
its message while still being accessible, 
thought-provoking and immensely 
uplifting is a tribute to  
its creator.'

 John Murphy, taken from a review written  
for Exeunt Magazine 2018 

 

SYNOPSIS



AKEIM TOUSSAINT BUCK

Born in Jamaica and raised in England, Akeim 
Toussaint Buck is an interdisciplinary performer 
and maker who aims to create moving, thought-
provoking, accessible and free-spirited projects that 
draw on multiple art forms to challenge, enlighten and 
entertain. Since graduating from the Northern School 
of Contemporary Dance, Leeds, he has been involved 
in numerous cross-disciplinary programmes with a 
wide range of international artists and communities. 
His choreographic work includes PLAY for Snakebox, 
Reckoning, Sib Y Osis, Beatmotion, Souls and Cells; his 
film work includes Galvanise and Displaced. He was 
Artist-in-Residence with IRIE! Dance Theatre, London 
for the 2019–20 season; an artist with the Northern 
School of Contemporary Dance, Yorkshire Dance and 
Spin Arts’ Catapult in 2019; and Associate Artist with 
Deda Theatre, Derby, in the 2020–21 season. He is also an 
associate artist with the Geraldine Connor Foundation. 
His work has been supported by Yorkshire Dance, the 
Leeds Playhouse, Leeds Inspired, IRIE! Dance Theatre, 
Spin Arts, Serendipity, NSCD, Sadler’s Wells and Arts 
Council England.


