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Hosokawa  Blossoming II

Ravel  Le Tombeau de Couperin
 1 Prélude 
 2 Forlane 
 3 Menuet 
 4 Rigaudon

Prokofiev  Symphony No 1 ‘Classical’
 1 Allegro 
 2 Larghetto 
 3 Gavotta: Non troppo allegro 
 4 Finale: Molto vivace
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Lionel Bringuier Conductor



PROGRAMME NOTES

A delicate Japanese reflection on nature sits 
alongside two European works looking back 
affectionately to the past in the final orchestral 
concert of this year’s Edinburgh International 
Festival. Born in Hiroshima in 1955, Toshio 
Hosokawa is one of Japan’s most respected living 
composers, blending contemporary classical 
aesthetics and a sense of elegance and austerity 
that’s distinctively Japanese in his exquisitely crafted 
music. His Blossoming II, commissioned by the 
Edinburgh International Festival, was premiered 
at the 2011 event by the Scottish Chamber Orchestra 
and conductor Robin Ticciati. Hosokawa’s theme 
is the gradual opening of the lotus, symbolic flower 
of Buddhism, which the composer mirrors in a single 
long, sustained tone, out of which all else grows.

Ravel’s Le Tombeau de Couperin is a bittersweet 
tribute to earlier French composers, and also 
to friends of the composer killed in combat 
during World War I, in which Ravel briefly 
served as a medical assistant, with a scurrying 
opening ‘Prélude’, a skipping ‘Forlane’, a gentle 
‘Menuet’ and an exuberant closing ‘Rigaudon’. 



Far more extrovert is Prokofiev’s First Symphony, 
premiered in 1918 when the composer was just 27. 
He took inspiration from the Haydn and Mozart 
symphonies he’d been required to conduct in classes 
at the St Petersburg Conservatoire, applying their 
principles of concision, balance and elegance to his 
witty but admiring Symphony. After an explosive first 
movement, Prokofiev continues with an elegant slow 
movement, a miniscule minuet, and a dashing finale.

David Kettle



SCOTTISH CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA

The internationally celebrated Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra is made up of a unique collection of 
talented musicians who inspire and connect with 
people of all ages. From reimagining the Classical 
and Romantic greats to sharing contemporary 
commissions, the world-class musicians of the SCO 
are passionate about playing: and with inspirational 
young conductor Maxim Emelyanychev at the helm, 
its live performances are anything but predictable.

The SCO aims to provide as many opportunities 
as possible for people to hear live orchestral music 
by touring the length and breadth of Scotland and 
around the world as ambassadors for Scottish 
cultural excellence. In recent years, the Orchestra 
has travelled throughout Europe, Asia and the USA.

The SCO makes a significant contribution 
to Scottish life both on the concert platform and 
beyond, working in schools, universities, hospitals, 
care homes and community centres through its 
award-winning Creative Learning programme.



The Scottish Chamber Orchestra Chorus, directed 
by Gregory Batsleer since 2009, has built a reputation 
as one of Scotland’s most vibrant and versatile choirs. 
The Chorus appears regularly with the Orchestra 
in Scotland’s major cities, and hosts an annual Young 
Singers’ Programme to nurture and develop aspiring 
young singers.



LIONEL BRINGUIER

Regularly invited by symphony and chamber 
orchestras as well as opera houses internationally, 
Lionel Bringuier continues in 2021/22 as Associate 
Artist in his home city with Opéra de Nice, curating 
and conducting a series of concerts alongside 
musical partners including Alina Pogostkina, 
Khatia Buniatishvili and Nicolas Bringuier. 

He was Music Director of the Zurich Tonhalle 
Orchestra from 2014 to 2018, and previously held 
positions at the Orquesta Sinfónica de Castilla 
y León in Valladolid, Orchestre National de Bretagne 
and Ensemble Orchestral de Paris. In the 2021/22 
season he also conducts the Orquestra Sinfònica 
de Barcelona, Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, Montreal 
Symphony Orchestra, Belgian National Orchestra, 
Dresden Philharmonic, Orchestre National de Lille 
and Houston Symphony. 

Over the past decade, he has worked in North America 
with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the orchestras 
in Cleveland, Philadelphia, Boston and San Francisco, 
and the New York Philharmonic. In Asia, he has 
regularly conducted the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, 
as well as working with the Seoul Philharmonic 



Orchestra and Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra. 
In 2019 he returned to Australia to conduct the 
Sydney Symphony Orchestra and West Australian 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Instrumental partners include Lisa Batiashvili, 
Anne-Sophie Mutter, Yefim Bronfman, Emanuel 
Ax, Leif Ove Andsnes and Janine Jansen. Bringuier 
regularly collaborates with pianist Yuja Wang, with 
whom he has recorded both Ravel piano concertos. 
Other recordings include Chopin with Nelson 
Freire, and Saint-Saëns with Renaud Capuçon 
and Gautier Capuçon. 

Bringuier studied cello and conducting at the 
Paris Conservatoire, winning the International 
Besançon Competition for Young Conductors only 
a year after graduating. He was named a Chevalier 
de l’Ordre National du Mérite by the French 
government, and has received the Médaille d’Or 
from the Académie Prince Rainier III de Monaco 
and the Médaille d’Or from the city of Nice.
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AUDIENCE SURVEY 
We are delighted to welcome audiences back to live performances. 
The past year has been one of the most challenging in the International 
Festival’s history, so your feedback is more important to us than ever. 
Anyone who completes the survey will be entered into a prize draw 
for a chance to win £200 in vouchers of your choice.

Visit eif.co.uk/survey to participate

http://eif.co.uk/survey

