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Handel Dank sei dir, Herr

 ‘Calm thou my soul’  
   from Alexander Balus

Fauré Rêve d’amour Op 5 No 2

 Prison Op 83 No 1

 Les berceaux Op 23 No 1

 Au bord de l’eau Op 8 No 1

Grieg Lauf der Welt Op 48 No 3

  Zur Rosenzeit Op 48 No 5

 Ein Traum Op 48 No 6

Strauss Muttertändelei Op 43 No 2

 Waldseligkeit Op 49 No 1

Puts Evening

Mitchell Both Sides Now



PROGRAMME NOTES

A stately arioso, a prayer of thanks to God for having 
led his Chosen People out of Egypt, opens today’s 
wide-ranging recital. There are doubts, however, 
as to whether it’s truly by Handel: many believe 
it was written by German conductor and composer 
Siegfried Ochs, for a performance of the elder 
composer’s oratorio Israel in Egypt around 1900. 
‘Calm thou my soul’, however, is Handel through 
and through, an understated aria of resignation 
sung by Cleopatra at a moment of deep tragedy in 
his oratorio Alexander Balus, just after learning that 
both her father, Ptolomee, and her lover, Alexander, 
are dead. Gabriel Fauré was another master of 
musical restraint, as well as of suggestion and 
nuance, and he assembled an extensive catalogue 
of songs across six decades, including his fluid 
Victor Hugo setting ‘Rêve d’amour’, his powerful 
‘Prison’ (setting a text by Verlaine that looks back 
on his period of incarceration after shooting his 
lover Rimbaud), his delicate ‘Les berceaux’ and the 
poignant summer idyll of ‘Au bord de l’eau’.



The three works by Grieg that follow all come 
from his Six Songs, Op 48, showing the composer 
exploring a distinctively Germanic style of Lieder 
writing. Richard Strauss was another prolific 
Lieder composer, writing more than 200 in total, 
his expansive output represented today by the 
ebullient joys of motherhood in ‘Muttertändelei’ 
and the rapturous love song ‘Waldseligkeit’. 

Renée Fleming and Hartmut Höll bring their 
recital to a thoughtful close with contemporary 
US composer Kevin Puts’s setting of a powerful 
poem by his compatriot Dorianne Laux, and 
an iconic valediction on love, hope and regret 
by singer-songwriter Joni Mitchell.

David Kettle



RENÉE FLEMING

Renée Fleming is a winner of four Grammy awards, 
was presented with the US National Medal of Arts 
by President Obama and sang at the Diamond Jubilee 
Concert for HM Queen Elizabeth II at Buckingham 
Palace. In 2014, Fleming was the first classical artist 
ever to sing the US National Anthem at the Super 
Bowl, and in 2008, she was the first woman in the 
125-year history of the Metropolitan Opera to solo 
headline an opening night gala. 

She is Artistic Advisor to the John F Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts, was recently appointed 
co-director of the Aspen Opera Theater and Vocal 
ARTS, and is the Artistic Director of SongStudio 
at Carnegie Hall. She is heard on the soundtracks 
of the best picture Oscar-winning films The Shape 
of Water and The Lord of the Rings: Return of the King. 
Among her accolades are the Fulbright Lifetime 
Achievement Award, Germany’s Cross of the Order 
of Merit, France’s Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur, 
and Honorary Membership of the Royal Academy 
of Music.



Fleming earned a Tony award nomination for 
her performance in the 2018 Broadway production 
of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Carousel. Her latest 
album, of Lieder by Brahms, Schumann and Mahler, 
was released in 2019 and her album Signatures (1997) 
was selected by the US Library of Congress for the 
National Recording Registry, as an ‘aural treasure 
worthy of preservation as part of America’s 
patrimony’. 



HARTMUT HÖLL

German pianist and music professor Hartmut Höll 
trained in Stuttgart, Milan and Munich, specialising 
in art song accompaniment. He has worked closely 
with mezzo soprano Mitsuko Shirai since 1973, 
and from 1982 to 1993 he was a performance partner 
of Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau. He is a professor at the 
University of Music Karlsruhe, has been a visiting 
professor in Helsinki and Salzburg, and has also 
taught songwriting at the Zurich University of 
the Arts. Each year, Höll teaches at the Shanghai 
Conservatory of Music and in 2019 he was invited 
to the SongStudio of New York’s Carnegie Hall.

In 1990, he received the Robert Schumann Prize 
of the City of Zwickau and was appointed an 
honorary member of the Robert Schumann Society 
Zwickau. Höll is a past Artistic Director of the 
International Hugo Wolf Academy for Singing, 
Poetry and Art Song in Stuttgart. Since 2001, he has 
accompanied Renée Fleming and has also worked 
with other singers, including Urszula Kryger, 
Jadwiga Rappé and Yvonne Naef. 
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AUDIENCE SURVEY 
We are delighted to welcome audiences back to live performances. 
The past year has been one of the most challenging in the International 
Festival’s history, so your feedback is more important to us than ever. 
Anyone who completes the survey will be entered into a prize draw 
for a chance to win £200 in vouchers of your choice.

Visit eif.co.uk/survey to participate


