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The Edinburgh International Festival is an annual
celebration of the creative arts that exists to bring
world-leading artists together with audiences,
culminating in a three-week programme of
performances each August.
The International Festival came about in 1947 to reunite cultural
relationships between countries around the world. It was first dreamed
up from a conversation in 1942 between Rudolf Bing and soprano Audrey
Mildmay. After the destruction left by the Second World War, a new home
was needed for the world’s greatest artists. Edinburgh’s facilities, beauty
and size made it the perfect location for a festival. In 1947 the Festival was
born with Rudolf Bing as the Director and the Lord Provost as Chairman.
From these historical early moments, the Festival City was born.

For the last five years, the International Festival has kicked off with a free
opening event for the citizens of Edinburgh including a classical music
concert in Tynecastle Park stadium and a spectacular display of projections
on to the side of Edinburgh Castle. From there performances take place
across Edinburgh’s leading leading theatres and music halls including
The King’s Theatre, The Lyceum, Festival Theatre,Usher Hall,
The Queen’s Hall and Leith Theatre. The Festival culminates with the
Virgin Money Fireworks Concert in Princes Street Gardens, seeing
a breath-taking display of fireworks set off from Edinburgh Castle
synchronised to music from the Scottish Chamber Orchestra.

Opening Event | Image Gaelle Beri

The International Festival runs for three weeks every
August, presenting the best dance, theatre, music
and opera from around the world.
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The International Festival programme
presents world-leading artists across
artforms, bringing outstanding
creativity to Edinburgh’s stages.
Recent performances have included
work from all of Scotland’s major
national artistic companies,
LA Philharmonic, Komische
Oper Berlin, Jarvis Cocker, Nicola
Benedetti and Ian McKellen.
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Unfortunately, 2020 is the first time in 73 years that the Festival
could not go ahead as planned. Yet we celebrate the creative spark
that still burns bright in the Festival City with a programme of
specially commissioned digital works and installations.
To find out more about My Light Shines On visit eif.co.uk

Edinburgh is the Festival City and has many festivals
that take place across the full year including Edinburgh
International Film Festival, Edinburgh Science Festival and
Edinburgh’s Hogmanay. The full list of all of Edinburgh’s
festivals can be found on the Festivals Edinburgh website:
edinburghfestivalcity.com
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The peak of these festivals is in August when alongside the
International Festival you can also find the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe, Edinburgh International Book Festival, The Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo and Edinburgh Art Festival.

The Fringe is an open access festival where anyone who wishes
to is welcome to perform and put on a show, as thousands do
each summer. The International Festival differs as it is a curated
programme of world-renowned artists across music, dance,
theatre and opera. Festival Director Fergus Linehan and the
programming team select and invite these performers from around
the world and bring them to Edinburgh for audiences to enjoy.
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The Edinburgh Festival Fringe also began in 1947, when eight
uninvited theatre groups turned up at the first International
Festival and performed on Edinburgh’s stages. The two festivals
have developed and worked alongside each other ever since,
followed by the other Edinburgh festivals over the years.
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Edinburgh International Festival has a strong Learning and
Engagement team that works on the motto of ‘think global act local’
by providing a year-round programme of bespoke projects and
opportunities across Edinburgh. In order to bring the internationally
renowned artists in the programme to diverse audiences across
Edinburgh, the team works across four pillars of activity:

•
•
•
•

Children and Families
Young People
Community
Talent Development

As part of our Learning and Engagement activity, we present a number
of year-round creative projects that engage children who are in school
years up to Primary 7 with music, theatre, opera, visual art, literacy
and health and wellbeing.
The Virgin Money Fireworks Concert is significant to how the
Festival connects with schools in the city as during the day of
the Fireworks Concert hundreds of school children are invited
to see the full Scottish Chamber Orchestra perform in Princes
Street Gardens performing repertoire from the evening show.
There are online teaching resources that acompany the Virgin
Money Schools Concert that can be found on our website:
eif.co.uk/about/learning-and-engagement/our-work-with-children

The International Festival is also partnered with Leith Academy on a three-year
residency programme. The Residency looks beyond the work the International Festival
presents on stage; equipping students with personal, social and vocational skills:
eif.co.uk/about/learning-and-engagement/young-people/leith-academy
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We believe that creativity is for everyone – it inspires self-confidence and
improves the way we communicate with one another another, qualities that
permeate all aspects of life, not just art. This is why the International Festival
provides invaluable outreach work in schools and communities. We take local
professionals and link them with visiting companies to deliver innovative and
memorable projects for young people, families and the community. This is not
only beneficial to the participants, but also provides professional development
for local freelancers working with some of the industry’s top artists.

