
Please ensure all mobile phones and electronic 
devices are turned off or put on silent.

22 Aug 1pm & 29 Aug 4pm 

Holyrood Park

This is a durational performance that takes place 
over approx. 4hrs in total. You are welcome to come 
and go as you wish during the performance time.
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PROGRAMME NOTES

The genesis of Field — Something for the Future Now 
came about during the first lockdown. I always 
need to process my inner world through moving. 
I tried dancing outside on my own — it was 
subtle, shy — I realised I needed to be with 
others. That’s one aspect of dancing that I love: 
connecting and somehow making sense of the 
world with others through our bodies. I started 
talking to other dance artists and, knowing that 
we wouldn’t be going back into our studios any 
time soon, I suggested not waiting and proposed 
that we begin to dance outside and figure out 
how to do this safely. Initially a small group of 
us met up in Holyrood Park, and it was such 
a release — physically, mentally, emotionally. 
It also felt like gentle activism.

That was the beginning of our regular Sunday 
Practice. We were drawn to Holyrood Park 
because of its expansive beauty, but also because 
it really does feel like there’s enough space for 
everyone, which felt particularly meaningful 
in different ways last summer.



As more artists joined the group, the connection 
and response to being together yet apart was 
palpable, visceral and nourishing. We were also 
garnering interesting responses from other park 
dwellers, and this led me to consider making 
something more performative, which of course 
was a challenge with ongoing restrictions. 

I spoke to the producing team at Curious Seed 
about developing the Sunday Practice into 
a research project. We called it Field — Something 
for the Future Now. Alongside continuing the 
Sunday sessions, we worked with a core team 
of 12 freelance practitioners, as well as another 
group of dancers and musicians from the artistic 
community in Edinburgh.

We were able to celebrate and share this work 
publicly over four hours at the end of August 
2020. It was glorious! I’m truly delighted that 
we can revisit it this year to share and celebrate 
with more people. 

One of the positives of the pandemic for me was 
that in effect it forced me to work hyper-locally, 
which meant that I got to know and work with more 
Edinburgh-based artists as well as connecting with 
what it means to create work in the city, for the city, 
from a very different perspective. I also discovered 
a love for dancing outdoors.



The Sunday Practice group kept meeting and 
dancing until the winter solstice at the beginning 
of December 2020. 

Christine Devaney, Concept & Director, Field — Something 
for the Future Now. From an interview with George Spender, 
20 June 2021 

George Spender 

George Spender is the publisher of Salamander 
Street and former Editorial Director at Oberon 
Books and Publications Editor at the Edinburgh 
International Festival. As a freelance editor he has 
worked for Faber & Faber and Bloomsbury. 



CHRISTINE DEVANEY

Born in Glasgow, Christine Devaney trained 
at London Contemporary Dance School and has been 
performing, choreographing and teaching throughout 
her extensive career, which started with Dundee Rep 
Dance Company (Scottish Dance Theatre). Her work 
for the National Theatre of Scotland includes 
movement direction on Macbeth (2012, Broadway 
run 2013), The Wheel (2011), and co-directing the 
award-winning Venus as a Boy (2007). Devaney’s 
work spans dance and theatre: she performed and 
was associate director with V-TOL Dance Company 
for nine years and she founded and has been Artistic 
Director of Edinburgh-based dance theatre company 
Curious Seed since 2005, having received a Herald 
Angel Award in 2019 for her work And The Birds Did 
Sing. Other companies she has worked with include 
Plan B, Quarantine, Frantic Assembly, Yolande Snaith 
Theatre Dance, TAG, The Unicorn, Catherine Wheels 
Theatre Company and Lung Ha Theatre Company. 
Devaney was an Associate Artist with Imaginate 
from 2011 to 2013. 



CURIOUS SEED

Based in Edinburgh, Curious Seed produces 
and presents compelling dance theatre work that 
questions the world we live in, work that touches and 
moves people, unlocking new ways of experiencing 
and feeling something different about the world. 

The company collaborates with exceptional artists 
to create emotionally charged performances that 
reach across ages and art forms, bringing something 
unique to the dance landscape of Scotland. Curious 
Seed’s work has been presented across the globe, 
from Milan to Macau, New Zealand to Norway, 
appearing at prestigious international festivals and 
venues from Sadler’s Wells to Sydney Opera House. 
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AUDIENCE SURVEY 
We are delighted to welcome audiences back to live performances. 
The past year has been one of the most challenging in the International 
Festival’s history, so your feedback is more important to us than ever. 
Anyone who completes the survey will be entered into a prize draw 
for a chance to win £200 in vouchers of your choice.

Visit eif.co.uk/survey to participate

http://eif.co.uk/survey

