
Please ensure all mobile phones and electronic 
devices are turned off or put on silent.

16 Aug 12pm & 2.30pm

Old College Quad

The performance lasts approx. 1hr with no interval.

Supported by 
Professor Ludmilla Jordanova

CHINEKE!  
CHAMBER  
ENSEMBLE



Vaughan Williams  Piano Quintet in C minor
 1 Allegro con fuoco 
 2 Andante 
 3 Fantasia (quasi variazioni)

Coleridge-Taylor   Nonet in F minor
 1 Allegro energico 
 2 Andante con moto 
 3 Scherzo: Allegro 
 4 Finale: Allegro vivace
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PROGRAMME NOTES

Two early and somewhat overlooked works by 
British composers, both connected with London’s 
Royal College of Music, sit side by side in today’s 
rich programme. Vaughan Williams left the eminent 
institution in 1895 and was still trying to find his 
own distinctive musical voice when he wrote his 
Piano Quintet in 1903. It was premiered in 1905, but 
later withdrawn and left unpublished since he felt 
it unrepresentative of his mature style. Indeed, you 
might struggle to believe it was written by the same 
composer as the folk-inspired music of later in his 
career: following the Brahmsian sweep of its opening 
movement, it moves on to a romantically expressive 
slow movement and a finale with a theme and five 
contrasting variations.

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor was born in London to 
an English mother and a father from Sierra Leone, 
and gained his unusual name because of his mother’s 
love for the poetry of Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 
He entered the Royal College of Music in 1890 at the 
age of just 15 and wrote his bold, expansive Nonet 
while a student there, where it was first performed 
in July 1894. Again, Brahms is a formative influence, 



but the piece shows beyond doubt Coleridge-
Taylor’s emerging individual voice, which would 
later pack out the Royal Albert Hall for ten seasons 
with his cantata trilogy The Song of Hiawatha. 
A contemporary review in the Musical Times 
described the Nonet as ‘most interesting; its themes 
are fresh and vigorous. Few would guess it to be 
the work of one still a student.’

David Kettle

David Kettle is a music and arts writer based 
in Edinburgh, who contributes regularly to the 
Scotsman and the Daily Telegraph. He has also 
written for publications including BBC Music 
Magazine, The Times, The Strad and Classical Music, 
and for organisations including the BBC Proms, 
Glyndebourne and Scottish Opera.
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The Chineke! Chamber Ensemble comprises 
the principal players of the Chineke! Orchestra, 
which was founded by Chi-chi Nwanoku OBE in 
2015 to provide career opportunities for Black, Asian 
and ethnically diverse classical musicians in the UK 
and Europe. The Chineke! Chamber Ensemble first 
performed in Manchester in 2017 and the following 
year made its debut at Wigmore Hall, London, 
before appearing at the Cheltenham and Ryedale 
festivals. It has subsequently performed at the 
Tonbridge Music Club, Wimbledon International 
Festival, Cambridge Music Festival, St George’s 
Bristol, Africa Center (New York), New College 
(Oxford), New Walk Museum (Leicester) and Snape 
Maltings. In 2019 the Chineke! Orchestra received 
the inaugural Gamechanger Award from the 
Royal Philharmonic Society, in recognition of its 
achievements in providing opportunities for Black, 
Asian and ethnically diverse professionals and new 
talent, diversifying audiences and promoting the 
repertory of composers of diverse heritage, both past 
and present. 
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AUDIENCE SURVEY 
We are delighted to welcome audiences back to live performances. 
The past year has been one of the most challenging in the International 
Festival’s history, so your feedback is more important to us than ever. 
Anyone who completes the survey will be entered into a prize draw 
for a chance to win £200 in vouchers of your choice.

Visit eif.co.uk/survey to participate


