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Geminiani  Concerto Grosso  
 in D minor H143 ‘La Folia’

Vivaldi  Violin Concerto in D major RV 211
 1 Allegro non molto 
 2 Larghetto 
 3 Allegro

  Violin Concerto  
 in E flat major RV 257
 1 Andante molto e quasi allegro 
 2 Adagio 
 3 Allegro

  Violin Concerto in B minor RV 386
 1 Allegro ma poco 
 2 Larghetto 
 3 Allegro



Vivaldi Violin Concerto  
 in G minor RV 315 ‘Summer’  
 from The Four Seasons
 1 Allegro non molto 
 2 Adagio e piano — Presto e forte 
 3 Presto

Tartini  Largo – Andante from  
 Violin Concerto in A major D96

Vivaldi Ciaconna from Concerto  
 in C major for Strings RV 114



PROGRAMME NOTES

Pitched between dazzling entertainment and 
exquisite craftsmanship, the violin music of the 
Italian Baroque period has long been a particular 
passion of Nicola Benedetti. With its dance 
styles, exuberant virtuosity and vivid drama and 
storytelling, it’s music intended to captivate its 
listeners — who, back in 17th- and 18th-century 
Italy, would have been more than familiar with 
many of its tunes and devices. Take ‘La Folia’, for 
example, one of the oldest melodies we know, and an 
earworm of a tune transformed across 24 contrasting 
variations by Francesco Geminiani, notorious for 
the expressive freedom he brought to his fiery 
violin playing. And as a composer, teacher, musical 
director and equally virtuoso violinist, Antonio 
Vivaldi was a remarkable figure in Baroque music. 
He wrote more than 500 concertos, among them the 
D major Concerto RV 211 with its striding confidence, 
the more thoughtful E flat Concerto RV 257 and 
the stormy B minor Concerto RV 386, whose music 
wouldn’t be out of place in one of Vivaldi’s many 
operas. The Four Seasons is, of course, Vivaldi’s best-
known work, and ‘Summer’ epitomises the four 
concertos’ vivid musical storytelling: listen out for 



birdsong, buzzing insects and a raging thunderstorm. 
Vivaldi’s contemporary Giuseppe Tartini was famed 
for his ability to make the violin sing like a voice, 
a quality amply demonstrated in the Largo-Andante 
slow movement from his A major Concerto D 96. 
The concluding Ciaconna from Vivaldi’s C major 
Concerto RV 114 is built over a repeating bassline 
that serves as an engine to drive its bouncing melody 
ever forward.

David Kettle

David Kettle is a music and arts writer based 
in Edinburgh, who contributes regularly to the 
Scotsman and the Daily Telegraph. He has also 
written for publications including BBC Music 
Magazine, The Times, The Strad and Classical Music, 
and for organisations including the BBC Proms, 
Glyndebourne and Scottish Opera.



NICOLA BENEDETTI

Nicola Benedetti is one of the most sought-after 
violinists of her generation. Her ability to captivate 
audiences and her wide appeal as an advocate 
for classical music has made her one of the most 
influential artists of today.

In 2021-22, Benedetti opens the Barbican Centre’s 
season and collaborates with ensembles including 
the London Symphony Orchestra, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, Netherlands Radio Philharmonic 
Orchestra and Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. 
In April 2021 she gave the world premiere of 
Mark Simpson’s Violin Concerto with the London 
Symphony Orchestra and Gianandrea Noseda, 
receiving critical acclaim. Other season highlights 
include a European tour with cellist Leonard 
Elschenbroich and pianist Alexei Grynyuk, 
artists with whom she has been performing 
in a trio since 2008, and tours to Spain with 
the Philharmonia Orchestra and Asia with the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra.

Winner of the Grammy award for best classical 
instrumental solo in 2020, as well as best female 
artist at both 2012 and 2013 Classical BRIT 



Awards, Benedetti records exclusively for Decca 
(Universal Music). Her latest recording of Elgar’s 
Violin Concerto entered at No 1 in the UK’s Official 
Classical Album Chart. Other recent recordings 
include her Grammy award-winning album of music 
written especially for her by jazz musician Wynton 
Marsalis: Violin Concerto in D and Fiddle Dance Suite 
for Solo Violin.

Benedetti was appointed a CBE in 2019 and 
awarded the Queen’s Medal for Music in 2017 
and an MBE in 2013. In addition, she holds the 
positions of Vice President (National Children’s 
Orchestras), Big Sister (Sistema Scotland) and Patron 
(National Youth Orchestras of Scotland’s Junior 
Orchestra, Music in Secondary Schools Trust and 
Junior Conservatoire at the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland.

Bendetti plays the ‘Gariel’ Stradivari violin of 1717, 
courtesy of Jonathan Moulds.
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AUDIENCE SURVEY 
We are delighted to welcome audiences back to live performances. 
The past year has been one of the most challenging in the International 
Festival’s history, so your feedback is more important to us than ever. 
Anyone who completes the survey will be entered into a prize draw 
for a chance to win £200 in vouchers of your choice.

Visit eif.co.uk/survey to participate

http://eif.co.uk/survey

