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Jessie Montgomery  Strum

Maxwell Davies  A Spell for Green Corn

Beethoven  Symphony No 5
 1 Allegro con brio 
 2 Andante con moto 
 3 Scherzo: Allegro —  
 4 Allegro

Marin Alsop Conductor



PROGRAMME NOTES

New York composer Jessie Montgomery has long 
been closely connected with the Detroit-based 
Sphinx Organization, which supports young African 
American and Latinx musicians. Her 2012 Strum, 
which opens tonight’s concert, displays her wide-
ranging musical interests through its folk-like 
opening to Bartók-style rhythmic propulsion and 
celebratory conclusion. The work takes its title from 
the strumming pizzicato technique that Montgomery 
uses throughout.

Living in Orkney for more than four decades up 
to his death in 2016, Salford-born Peter Maxwell 
Davies was surely an adopted Scot, and indeed made 
extensive use of Scottish traditional music across his 
prolific output. There’s a strong Orcadian connection 
in A Spell of Green Corn, commissioned in 1993 for 
the Scottish Chamber Orchestra’s 21st birthday 
and Maxwell Davies’s 60th. It’s inspired by an ancient 
Orcadian tradition, as related in George Mackay 
Brown’s An Orkney Tapestry, of a fiddler blessing 
the fields with tunes before they are ploughed 
for planting.



Ever since its 1808 premiere in Vienna’s Theater 
an der Wien, Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony has been 
considered a cornerstone of Western classical 
music. The composer’s biographer Anton Schindler 
famously speculated that its iconic opening motif 
symbolised fate knocking at Beethoven’s door, 
though the Symphony is now considered by many 
a work inspired by revolution. Following its graceful, 
dance-like second movement, and strange scherzo 
(by turns ghostly and brusque), Beethoven makes 
explicit reference to an anthem to freedom by 
French revolutionary Claude Joseph Rouget de Lisle, 
composer of the ‘Marseillaise’, amid the blazing 
affirmation of the finale.

David Kettle

David Kettle is a music and arts writer based 
in Edinburgh, who contributes regularly to the 
Scotsman and the Daily Telegraph. He has also 
written for publications including BBC Music 
Magazine, The Times, The Strad and Classical Music, 
and for organisations including the BBC Proms, 
Glyndebourne and Scottish Opera.



BBC SCOTTISH 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra is renowned 
as one of the UK’s most brilliant and versatile 
orchestras. Formed in 1935 and based at Glasgow’s 
City Halls since 2006, the Orchestra has a rich history 
of performing, broadcasting, recording and touring 
in Scotland, the UK and overseas. 

Thomas Dausgaard has been Chief Conductor 
since 2016 and established a Composer Roots series, 
which places classical works in context through 
collaborations with folk musicians, students and 
choirs, and a Scottish Inspirations series of BBC 
commissions from leading contemporary composers. 
The Orchestra undertakes an ambitious programme 
of touring — most recently to Japan and Austria 
in 2019 — and recording, with a planned complete 
set of Bartók’s orchestral works underway with 
Thomas Dausgaard.

During the global pandemic, the BBC SSO broadcast 
and streamed live and recorded concerts from 
City Halls with guest artists including Steven 
Isserlis, Sheku Kanneh-Mason, Imogen Cooper, 



Steven Osborne and Sir Mark Elder; staged 
an online version of Tectonics, its festival of new 
and experimental music; and created Tunes for 
Tots, an online series for young children, with 
its Associate Artist Lucy Drever.

It has long championed new music and has 
established strong links with local communities 
through its learning and outreach programmes. 
It is a partner in Big Noise, Scotland’s project for 
social change through music; it plays a major role 
in the BBC’s Ten Pieces initiative; and it maintains 
a close association with the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland in Glasgow, working across a variety of 
disciplines with conductors, composers, soloists 
and orchestral players.

It is a recipient of the Royal Philharmonic Society 
Award and of four Gramophone awards, and 
maintains a busy schedule of broadcasts for 
BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio Scotland, BBC television 
and online.



MARIN ALSOP

Born in New York, Marin Alsop marked her second 
season as Chief Conductor of the ORF Vienna Radio 
Symphony Orchestra in 2020/21. As Chief Conductor 
and Curator of Chicago’s Ravinia Festival, she also 
curates and conducts the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra’s upcoming summer residencies. This year, 
she becomes Music Director Laureate and OrchKids 
Founder at the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, 
concluding her 14-year tenure as Music Director. 
In 2019, after seven years as Music Director, she 
became Conductor of Honour of Brazil’s São Paulo 
Symphony Orchestra, where she continues to conduct 
major projects each season. Committed to new music, 
she was Music Director of California’s Cabrillo Festival 
of Contemporary Music for 25 years.

Alsop has long-standing relationships with the London 
Philharmonic and London Symphony orchestras, and 
regularly guest conducts such major international 
ensembles as the Cleveland Orchestra, Philadelphia 
Orchestra, Gewandhausorchester Leipzig, Filarmonica 
della Scala, Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, 
and the Danish National, Budapest Festival and Royal 
Concertgebouw orchestras.



Recognised with multiple Gramophone awards, 
Alsop’s extensive discography includes cycles of 
Brahms symphonies with the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Dvořák with the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra, and Prokofiev with the São Paulo 
Symphony Orchestra. 

The first and only conductor to receive a MacArthur 
Fellowship, Alsop also received the World Economic 
Forum’s Crystal Award, and made history as the 
first female conductor of the BBC’s Last Night 
of the Proms.
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AUDIENCE SURVEY 
We are delighted to welcome audiences back to live performances. 
The past year has been one of the most challenging in the International 
Festival’s history, so your feedback is more important to us than ever. 
Anyone who completes the survey will be entered into a prize draw 
for a chance to win £200 in vouchers of your choice.

Visit eif.co.uk/survey to participate

http://eif.co.uk/survey

